

Tongsun Park: Korean Mys 


First of Hsvo articles , The Washington Post has been told' ' fiedibefcause^of 

T& RnnaldVpssler 1 by JtAmerican .businessmen who havg'^physicalWe.tri@fiMl^ ptfeg ! 

' ' dealt with him in confidential rice' 1 reans ( goV.^rnirie^.t^^&^®® 

■ washin^S^T^'WrTfer. ^ . transactions that he has identified his i n 1972 he <*acimimstjraf 
Tohgsun Park, a South Korean bqsi- :ro i e as acting as a representative of ( South ifKoirghSlktp’SsIn 

nessnjan who regularly, entertains the Korean government. nceitoldnan^AmemcaS 

T> «f «f. “P S m Franc,*.W.r J.slfch>■ Al. SShSR 

government, js one of warfnngton s jQt0 wh0 also serves as a lawWrtoro aHo'l our. ncc.ljidi 
most accomplished power brokers. <t£lfrornia’s largest ripe, cooperative, ‘ States in t&iuffil 
- One of Park’s parties was attended by told the Post that Park told hinNie copy of the ‘ " 

Gerald R. Fordrwhen he was Yice Presi- . was g om g to be. the: “agent” for tint file With the: _ 

S ^A^-Park recently hosted _func- ■ Korean government: in ; .rice transact Thiswear'%aM&ll^^^ 

for former Attorney General Wil t ions \ Inc, the iargesYjricf 1 ^"' 

Park subsequently told the coopera Texas, that'hel wasj3? 
jLeaoer^Thqipas P. (Tip) O Nedl Jr-( • tive, the Bice Growers Association- of . worth: o'f^Hce^rom'ph; 

•’ *mk ,„v, n Q t California, that Ije “lcnew. the govern- the South KorearuJpVellifi 

Although I ark is on s tirst-name ba- J ment 0 vet there, including, the* Ralph S JNewman.ogenerahifa 

sis w hh many of Washington’s most f K<]r(vin CIA a nd the presiden ’ t » a cf the cdbpefM " § 

bnsm? S sS“ShM^ln‘suS!S pi^S^Sn, has 

oil and rice. He and the South Korean previously been una% to' sell rice to ^hosIbefiSf he 


, ioto., who also serves as alaw>er fort all/oft our-., rjj 
„ *’ ' Tiahfornia’s largest Vipe 5 coopemive, ‘ States in' thl 
attendpd by told the 'Post that P,ark told; hiriH'he. coM^of^the: 
s Yice Presi- ;, wa s going to be-the; “agent”; for tlrt file With the; 
osted'func- j Korean government: in rice:transact This veai-’ 




°ns. . , v - ' . ' Inc;,, the large 

Park subsequently- told the Icoopera- TexaSythat'-fife 


I yautorniav': mat jje "Knew, me govern¬ 
ment people over .there, including* ,the£; Ralph S. Mewmah-SgM’efahtSa 
Kofeai^IAand the presidjen^-'-acS.-thhcoopframve^ * 
!W|WBP rogertjvQ^eeglana , execu®' '.Nej«iman®asia' 
tive^yicepf@SRJSlfF8Tm^!o5^erdtwe. £ from" Park’s, lawyer nco^... 

jFrehdlahd said- thA cooperative had Park' vyould^arrange ?in|^ 
previously been unaffle to sell rice to tads with the /Kotfean^yy^ 


SvSmS ^“thS\eTa K S , e n 

has'S *.•»*»>» US-(Xod Food for act.dn ” 
official connection with it 1 Peace piogram because\s agent had 

-If, Park boosts'Korea 'in, his visits been unacceptable to the Korean gov,. 
witli members of Congress, it is only ernment. ' \ v, - 

because., increased American aid (to--. After the cooperative began -paying,' n«.* mJK&> * *KBW£ ? s3l 


ican firm ^stlid^parkaoi’diHi 1 

“ Ulh me “ <K l-| 


businesses there, he has,told acquain- “He solved the problems ” 1 , ■ The,executive, who.askdft 


businesses ta j - e he has told acquain 
tancesi 

According tc others who have dealt 
with hinu /Park parleys ; connection^,i 


lain- He solved the problems.' ,, , , ,, ,—> - “ v « 

-An fexecutive/nf anbther 1 firm" said 
lealt i’jik told him at Park’sJlt< >meiin Korea ’ M, 

jJS We w6ul 1 have N an SerS' ihi 


, t theVexccu- 
to be idejiti- ^ 

igiig 


is. said Park 'a 

v See PARK, :\16, 
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lia\in B ’ reived as a Eolith j^-uiem 

■agent- ’’ ’ ' 

Mmin l; speX iiTcall; to ih ■ Km- jj 
-administrator’s letter'on use of-Park’s 
I f iewtmmmwice tffd'e^'Ables' said 
| fhe„ letted' suggests _that'ithe_ Korean 


ifery? high regard for Mr. 

___-k’s knowledge and' experience in 
ffiarketing problems and about the Ko- 
i^an people’s^ preference -iri, rice and 
sought to utilize his expertise as an ad- 
vj'ser...” ). 

Because the letter referred to Park 
‘^as the head of his own private com- 
Mw” the. letter made clear that he 
-was serving “in a private business ca¬ 
pacity” Abies said. ■, 

-■However, Abies said that when the 
Agriculture Department questioned N 
> Park’s rdle—described in. the letter as 
being that of an “intermediary”—tire 
South Korean government -“withdrew 

t request that Mr. Park serve in this 

acity and the matter was dropped.” 

" "iiReferring to comments byibusiness- 
men who have dealt with Park, Abies 
said in a letter: 

-“Certainly something more than 
cpmments from business competitors 

is-required to underpin your assump- ; ------ •• , - , . 

tions, particularly as these comments, t ment agency is name,d when the law- 
as I understand you, were not given in *■ “ *‘** ntt ‘ an 



affirmative complaint but in 

I sponse to ; questions by a' representa¬ 
tive of The Washington Post, with all 
that such inquiry from that source im-. 
plies these days” . 

To many of Park’s friends, the 40- 
year-old bachelor is a man of taste and 

f arm, a gracious host, and a promoter 
.good will between the American 
and South Korean people. v 
„“I know of no dealings he has with 
the government; I know of no dealings 
he has with the Hill; I know of no cam¬ 
paign contributions he has given, and I 
was chairman of the Democratic Con¬ 
gressional Campaign Committee. He 

1 has never asked mefqrasingle thing,” 

said Rep. 1 O’Neill, whose press aide 

says Park i gularly visit <)’ T r L i to 
push for American aid to South Korea. 

“I think Park is one of the outstand- 
. ing .men I’ve met,"- says Peter J. JVfa- 
latesta, deputy assistant secretary of 
commerce. “His word is his bond.” 

ThSv District Court and Superior 
Court' records in - Washington show 
Park has been: sued a dozen times, for 
alleged nonpayment of-bills-and loans, 
for allegedly writing a bad check, and. 
allegedly renegingon a contract. 

;The allegations of unpaid’ obligations 
have ranged from a S225 bill for sand¬ 
ing a floor to a $5,163 charge on his 
airline credit card to defaulting ■ on a 
$100,000 loan from a Virguua bank 

K ’ ^iurt records show that most* of the 
i two filed as recently, as last year, 
were eithei \utluhawn ox .settled out' 
‘ while others have resulted in 

njents against Park-- and. at-ta< 

-ff his bank,accounts. , 

I , Abies, said the suits 
erVin>a'r^%usi^ 


By Harry Naltchayan—The Wa^ilnj5’t(>ri' : Ppst;i|.ihC- 

Sen. Brooke and Tongsun Park at the Korean’s birthday party in March. ;, 

career and were generally for town Club after graduating;? from , 
“comparatively” small amounts. ' Georgetown University in 1968 that 
Abies said Park was sued “in his ca- propelled him tocenter ;stage4n»Ip^fe 
parity as head of his organization—as i n gton political society, ‘j 

with the Georgetown Club-much like h ivate d b has about ioo'inenA 

a cabmet officer or head of a govern- . V. . 

ment agency is named when the law- }> ers ’ rents space from Parks Suters.^ 

suit is limed at the organization and Tavern under a 39-year fease/andfeS 
not the individual.” ' - ceives its servic ? s 

name either 

>f his com-f The rehearsri. dinner kfor; 
which op-1 Baines Johnson’s wedding ;)'aifd 
f a private 1 other maj or social events • have -, taxi 
» ' * place in the. club’s i lp.yjreili a:s::: ' 3jsa 

room, paneled with 17th,Cenj 
carved Spanish wood. , • W- 
The club’s members have included!- 
Presidents Eisenhower. and*^qrgfesj: 
well as members .of Congress,; fe^bmell': 
officers and Supreme . Cour%just?ce^p 
according to its manager, Norman-VL; 



ham.Jr., s aid recent 
-—^ninff§ure- is closer to two,| all 
nobody contends Park is poor. 

Park and-his. brother are! majoi 

shareholders p£ Miryung, Sonlgsa Co., a 
; Korean distributor for Gulf .Oil Corp. 

The brothers- inherited the firm from 

their father. . ■ .. 

. Gulf was recently revealed to have 

paid $4 million to South Korea’s ruling 
political party to protect the ■ compa¬ 
ny’s assets inKyrea. ‘ \ 

Park’s.brother, also owns Ban Ocean 
Bulk Carriers Ltd., which owes some * »*ay >=, v , 

'2trafrps7mcTuitmgTankers finari^ed by . my friends; 'It' is a privilege; 
Gulf andvleased back to it and vessels catalyst in-bringing people;to 

used in part to transport rice under^ ‘(Park has aksubtle wayyo 
the Food for Peace program. -; x you his photo -album with 

-Park-himself)Owns severalaijlditional dent of; Korea.onron&si&skai 

South Korean firms, known afc.the Mir- Humphrey on the J-otlfer,” 
vung Gequb. Which engage ipronport- • *— 

, Trig and exporting, shipping consulting 
and.ser-vice as agents. 

Park has been entering the United 
j i States "for extended, visitseither for , W1 
if pleasure or business since }1952.- He ^,'tend< 


Larsen. 

, Park has explained Jus pailios-,at,,t 

club-and at his-opulent, Oriental'hjr 

complete with. $32,000, stereo sol 
saving he is gialeiui ior the wealth-* 
has acquired. .'''•A. 

“Everybody thinks I hat e an ulteci 
‘-motive in giving parties;” Parked 
The-Post in March. - - 

“I frankly ,Hke to have;parties f 


American business : 



pleasure; ,oy 
ow ns a $271 000 home V 
at 221L 30th St., N W , 



fore taking his own life, Howe repaid 

Park, i 

Korean officialSvperiodically express v 
annoyance at Par Bis activities. How¬ 
ever; Donald L. Ranftcd, former State 
D ep ar^Wnf^ciite'c'ffir^oi the Office of 
Korean Affairs; says, “Korean officials - 
have told me there waJs Vothing they; 
could do about Park because he was 
I operating with higher * authority— 
j I meaning he was close to the Blue 
I IHouse. (South Korea’s Presidential 
I liresidence) or Korean CIA.” 

| 1 Park has been able to demonstrate 
I his importance to the South, Korean 
government by dropping the names ..of : 
tU.S. officials who have been to his par- : 
• |ies, those who know him say. 

' “Park has traded prestige in the 
United .States for prestige in' Korea - 
and parlayed that back to the United; 
States,” says a corporate execute. ' 

“I was warned about Mr. Park a long, 
time ago; as being something-dose to a 
lobbyist,” says RePiLgsterX^mjl^,®^ 
N.Y.), chairman of fneuiouse lnierna- 
tional Relations Subcommittee on>Fu- 
ture Foreign Policy! - ' . 

Often; -references to Park include 
some, reference to girls, according to 
many persons interviewed by The 
. ..Post. “He invites pretty single girls to 
his parties, which makes them so spe¬ 
cial,” says a former business associate. 

I Park has a reputation as a^vteyboy. 
feut his friend, Tandy Meems Dickin- 
fson,..s ays, 

JWfinT He is not a playboy;, His w<mk 
comes first” ' 

Park’s work includes regular visits— 
often at six-month intervals—to mem¬ 


bers of Congress with jurisdiction over 

foreign affairs or foreign aid programs 

affecting .S oirthU^C acea. Since 11946; 
South Korerms* rec ived $12 billion 
in ' American foreign aid, excluding 
military expenditures, or - more than 
any country .except South Vietnam, 1 

Describing the visits Rep Wolf 
says, “He generally' talks"Korea . . . 
he’s, a businessman doing this voluntar¬ 
ily tp help the Korean government. He 
feels the United States. should give 
more aid and continue .its relation-- 
ship.” 

“He clearljAhas an axe to grind,” the 
congressman adds. 

Some who have dealt tyith Park say 
he often glaimslto be influential ,with 
certain memberkof Congress. Among,' 
the names most Often ^ggutioiied, they' 
say, are Otto E. Passman (D-La) and' 
former ReprUoTmiSfHr^allagher (D- 

n .1) 

the -president "of, a -mMljnatianal' 
American company'says GaUagher told 
him that he and Park .couh^jleliyeu tp 
the executive’s cornpahy tife'rice 1 busi¬ 
ness originating -in California^nd, fi- 
nanced by the Food ror Peace program 
for shipment tc Korea f 

Gallagher pleaded guilty inj, 1972 to 
income tax evasion. i . 

Asked for comment, Gallagher said 
recently, “Park is my friend, and 
there’s nothing I can add.” 1 Jr 

Passman, .who exercises substantial 
control over Food for Peace and AID 
rice .loans to Korea, said, “The man 
(Park) brought me gifts, but I [declined 

them,? . • - —r ■■ ■ • 

“The fellow is brazen” 


added. “I do-not accept his favors, here 
or in Korea. Maybe I have"a cup of cof- 
fe-e with the man,” « ,Jr Hit). 

When Passman traviled^to Seoul 
January, his .hotels accommodation 
were arranged by park’s company, ol^ 
those occasions when he;has ‘accompa'--' 
nied Passman to Korea;- said .Gordon..®. t 
Dore, a friend, of the congressman, 
Park has been at the airport, to greet 
them. _ n ^' 

“He can arrange' appointments* for 
you with Korean officios,” Dore ;saij.-, 
“If you needed a car o'r-wanted' tdpgo'" 
shopping, he would have sopiebo'dy^in 
his.organization go with you” ,* -A 
In 1972, Passman was photographed,* ■ 
by a Crowley, La., newspaper*^whUe’i 
{giving a press cbnference^with' Park. 
Announcing that'he expected South; 
Korea to buy a million tons-of Amen- * 
j :.can rice, Passman referred to ParklaJj 
.[g ttie Korean ambassador-at-large- ‘ ! and 
"'(vas quoted as .saying, "“The-ambasga 
dor-at-large (Park) placed -his stamps' 

’ ..approval upon the plan-and Av ” 
cuss- the matter lin pefsomv' ’ 
s <lbhiJ Park of Korea.” " 

**■ Passman said recently lie '‘did-’nft* 
know how he learneiPtMt Pr.esl^efft, 
Park Chung' Hee had approved'-fhe 
transaction. Referring. tq,'h 
tion of Tongsun Parkis'a 
dor, Passman said, "I/tniel 
general, to be frank.”* 

He .added, “I guess I was\t 
impress whoever was lis' 
were on our way to ^sellmg .the^rice':[ 
don’t know what this. is all abqufe ! ’i> " 
NEXT Sale M rice to KoVea 



2 Unaware TheyjWere ( Directorst 


Jbike many . of Tongsuh" for Park’s company, Siiter’ 
Park’s business, activities, Tavern, Inc. A 

the identities of the direc- But Gray, who is some 


primarily times si 


f'T- 

Ititer’s The minutes, provided by Nottingham'said-h* 
x Gray, state ■ that Gray, the nunutes^'ecause 

some- Korth, iHanna, Park and derstood the,,matte 


t parties escort- Larsen wc 


ported by them had. 


Washlngt3»4>asea «■*»» SSlS' JSS' JS -^tK .Gray a.a ft ed _th« «***£<»*$ 
are a mysteV. sonaP secretary, said he be- KorlTitated they did not among the parties. ^ 

The company, Pacific De - came aware tlrat he was Wish to | continue as direc- “f wouldn’t-saythe- 

yp]fynment | Tr.p\ lT < uTvoi've'fl listed-as. a director earlier tors and that they wished ing didn’t take place 

iTthTIdodfor Peace rice this JP ar when Korth » e “* re . sig i 1 ’”. ^minutes say. said . He~-wteli’4Ms^- 

- tioja^d he had'just found out “Their resignations were ac : CO mmon Tory's'Small- 


“ Robert K. Gray and Fred the subject-'of <>agre 
KorSTstated they did not among the pirfjes. 


“X wouldn’t. say. the - 


In the Food for Peace rice' iiortn me 

. . .. . j ■ ' tiofttd he had just found out 

and wheat, business to, Ko- : ^^ listed a J s a directoi . 


4.x ttc i «t- - 7 - : —- ----r-- cepted and they left.the neS s to'prepar 

rea, acts as an agent for U.S.,/^ According to correspond- meeting.” ——— - uies even" thot 

firms doing business in. Ko-. ehce made available by The iriinutes are signed by “may no.tbb'ph: 
rea and develops business Gray, Gray told Park in a Park, iiarsen, Hanna and ent.” '■••••’ , / 

ventures in the United letter Jan. 30, “Not only have Milton G. Nottingham Jr., Asked if '; M 

: s I never agreed to serve on who was allegedly named as . 

..states. . . the board of the corpora- a new director. Nottingham 

Corporation records in the tion, T was never asked to is a shipping adviser ko Park 

District, where the company do so. I have never attended .and vice president -an-, 

was incorporated in -1968, / a,meeting of the board, nor other Park company, 

listvits directors as Robert been asked to do so... To be .Star..Nayigatlon,Ca^ NotNnF 

K firav who heads the ■ frank, I had' not even heard Ham,.act£ as-snipping agptot, 

Wa^Sgton offfice of'Hill & of the corporate name until-; on much of, the'F^ood J>cn 
Knowltoh Inc, a public tela- -my recent conversation with 1 Peace rite business! to jfco* 

tions firip- former Rep. Secretary Korth.”.- >ea. ..." 

Richard T. Sanna (D-CaMf.'l: Park’s company replied , Gray and Hanna, said,'they 


Corporation records in the 


sajd. He 'said’i'tr'is.jhi 
common Tor J ‘'S 'Smaik 
ness to - prepare -. such 
utes even though«dir 
“may nohbaphySicaiiy 


shipping adviser ko Park thinkVve said enough.” 

Pafk?declitfed tosbd Li 




Knowltoh Inc., a public rela- my recent conversation with 

tions firing former Rep. Secretary Korth.”. 

3chard^^^^ia (D-Calif.); Park’s company replied 
farmer""SSretaryof ,,..the with a copy of purported 

JSfevy Fr eaSSorth, and N o r- meetings of a directors’ 
n jan LT^ars&iT who man- meeting that allegedly took 
, 'apf^ESsSewSptOWii'. Ciub ’ place Dec. -10, Gray said. 


Mr. '-Parkf .mfstSblgj 
preliihinary icdnvei 
Corrective action has 


Park’s company replied Gray and Hanna said they take'n and' ? hhi; regile 
with a copy of purported h&ve neyer. attended a,.direc- embarrass®e^%«:aus 
meetings of a directors’- torsi m’eeting.. ,Korih'':'and ' ! '-.the s tfiaraideiSktidin' 
meeting that allegedly took Larsen declined to com- ' - - , v f w , 

place Dec. 10, Gray said. m-nt ; -i —Roriald\ 








